Differential expression of FGF-2 isoforms in the rat adrenal medulla during postnatal development in vivo.
Basic fibroblast growth factor (FGF-2) isoforms of the adrenal medulla are differentially expressed during rat postnatal development. While the 18 and 23 kDa isoforms continuously rise towards the adult expression level, the 21 kDa isoform displays a peak expression at postnatal day 28. The peak expression of the 21 kDa isoform correlates with the peak of the corticosterone concentration during postnatal development. Together with the previously demonstrated increase of the 21 kDa isoform in the adrenal medulla in vivo after glucocorticoid administration these results suggest that the differential regulation of the FGF-2 isoforms could be a physiologically occurring mechanism.